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Preface to the Reader. 


"CANDID READER, 
| "THE motives hich; ins 
duced me to publiſh this Letter, are very 


intereſtin 9. an impartial account of the 845 
whole tranſaction, ſent to me from a par- 


ticular Friend in Sweden, who was a ſpec- 
. tator of part of the affair ; ſo many people 
have been deſirous to know the particulars 
of the Death of His Sweediſh Majeſty, 
as well as the fate of Ankarſtrom, and the 
reſt of the Conſpirators. 
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1 
In bi Letter, which my Friend only 


wrote me as for curioſity, are many good 
. thoughts expreſſed, which in my opinion, as 


an Engliſhman, all honefi-hearted Men 


. ought to found their Principles, as Friends 


to their Country. There is no doubt but | 
the peruſal of it will give them fatisfa&tion 
concerning the whole event, —an event that 
has cauſed a 2 confuſion, and immerſed 


" that Court in a ſudden and m_ 
poufternation. 


An Account of the Death 
| OF _ LATE _ | 


KING or SWEDEN. 


STOCKHOLM, MAY 2, 1792. | 
Dr. Sir, 


Yo U particularly deſired me in your 
laſt, you to write an account of the late un- 
happy affair chat happened here, the 
alarming coriſequetices of which have fade 
ſo much in theſe parts; L 


11 | lament 


6 ] 
- lament the fall of ſo good a Monarch, as 
_ timely el by the hand of one of his own, 
but diſloyal ſubjects. What could miſlead 
a ſubject of Guſtavus II Id to aſſaſſinate 
his King - to put his country in a general 
confuſion, and be the caufe of his own in- 
- glorious death! — 3 


Was not Guſtavus the F ather of his 
people? 


Was he nde benevolene ? 
Was he not charitable ? 


On Sueden] In what an evil hour haſt | 
thou loſt the Flower of thy Country. 


t 4 


But to pooceed to the circumſtances of 
his — 18 briefly. as follow : : 


The King, ſome time before he went to 
the Maſquerade, received a Billet to > the 


following e 


4e « Though I am not one of your friends, 
1c yet I do not wiſh to be among the 
number of your enemies, who are more 
chan you may imagine.—Guftavus mark 


« theſe words. Lou are now ſurrounded 8 Dj 


ce with happineſs, you are ſeated on the pin- 
* nacle of power, but ſooner than you are 
aware of, you may be caſt headlong to 
« the grave.—lfyou go tothe Ball to night, 
„you will be aſſaſſinated.— Death and 
c deſtruction awaits you !—Reje&t not 
3 this timely notice. 


The 
jo 
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I 
- The King, when he had read the Billet, 
it is faid, turned rather pale, at the ſame 
time, treated this anonymous caution with 
contempt, and ſpake of it as an audacious, ' 
impertinent inſult offered to His Majeſty, 
or as if to frighten him from going. as well 
. as- to deprive him of his evening's enter- 
tainment; the King, therefore, paying no 
reſpe& to this anonymous Billet, though 
| going in the evening A fatal evening to 
him As indeed to all his loving and 
| faithful ſubjects in general. SE 


As the King was withdrawing—it was then 
chat he found himſelf ſuddenly ſurrounded 
by four or five perſons i in maſques—when | 
one of them, who had a pair af piſtol 
ready to execute their wy I and villain- 
ous deſign, fired one of thin at the King, 

and 


(9 J 


and chen immediately mixed with the | 


general confuſion, and cry of—Help | 
Help! The King is wounded His 


Majeſty finding himſelf wounded, by ſome 
ball in his thigh, but could not perceive aß 


body about him, likely of being guilty of 
this horrid attempt upon his life. The vil 
lains having eſcaped, left the piſtols behind 


them, one of which was found loaded with 
three ſlugs, four nails, and much ſmall 
ſhot.— His Majeſty lifted up his eyes, and 
could not help expreſſing His Horror, f % 


Grief ! and Surpriſe | 


- He was then conveyed away to his own 


apartment, where a ſkilfull Surgeon was 


immediately ſent for, who, after extracting 


part of the ball, gave ſome little hopes of his 
ſurviving; the King, during the ſhort time 


he lived, diſcovered no ſymptoms of deſ- 
| pair, 


10 

pair, or revenge, but bore his pain of body, 
2s well as grief of his mind, with ſurpriſing 
fortitude, and reſignation to his fate; but 
| nevertheleſs, what his feelings were, on his 
untimely end, wrought by the hands of 
treaſon and ſaction (when he conſidered, 
chat he did not deſerve it of his own ſub- 
jects) [ leave you, and every humane and 
reaſonable perſon to > confider, 


Peace to his aſhes ! He is no more ! 
He fell a victim to a few ſelf intereſted trai- 
terous men, who aflaſfinated their Kine, 
upon the unreaſonable and abſurd principle 
of cauſing a Revolution, and creating a a 
univerſal anarchy and confuſion, that the 
people were utter ſtrangers to; 3 beſides 
depriving an amiable Queen of her beloved 
conſort, who is inconſolably affected by the 

lofs of her huſband, and will ſee no perſons 


what- 


* 


of the late King, her huſband, and has left it 
entirely to the young King and the Regent, 


. on the evening of the 16th of March, 1792; | 
and the moſt dreadful puniſhment was ex- 


! 
whatever, but juſt her own domeſtics that 


Wait upon her; and ſince ſhe has declared, 
that.ſhe abſolutely renounces her right to 


the eſtabliſhment aſſigned her, by the Wl 


to provide for her according to the œco- 
nomy neceſſary to the finances, as well as 
the government of this country. 


A general and ſolemn faſt has been pro- 
claimed throughout the whole kingdom, 
with public prayer a three days ſuc- 


ceſſiv Wy: 


Thus fell Guſtavus the IIId by hand of 
Ankarſtrom, who aſſaſſinated his King, 


pected to be decreed againſt him, 


i 
8 

1 
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The circumſtances, relative td the plot 
Formed againſt the King, by Ankarſtrom 
and Horn, who were the firſt that con- 
fpired againſt His Majefty ; one Count 
Ribbing, who, ſoon after,.joined their con- 
ſpiracy, at Huvudſdat; that place was the 
feat of Hotn; their firſt plain was to have 
the King ſeized upon the road, to the 
Chateau Haga, and to keep him in con- 
finement, and then to affaſſiate him, but 
they could not bring this plan to bear. 


Next, it was agreed, that the aſſaſſina- 
tion might be done at a ball, where theſe 
aſſaſſins might immediately mix with reſt of 
the people; ſo on the 16th of January, in 
2 narrow paſſage cf the Theatre, through 
which he paſſed to his box ; but on that 


night he ſat in arother part of the houſe, 
ſo baffled the execution of their deſign. 


Two 


111 


Two days afterwards Ankarſtrom fol 
lowed the King to another place, but cd, 


not there find an to aſſaſſinate 
the King. | | 


They all of them then reſolved to take 


the opportunity of a Maſquerade Ball, 
fixed for the 19th or 21ſt of January, and 
ſo accordingly Ankarſtrom, armed with 
piſtols, went there to execute his deſigns, 


but there was not people ſufficient there, 
ſo he thought it not t proper to attempt it 
that time. | 


A day or two after, Ribbing and Ankar- 


ſtrom went to Gefle, were the King was, 
with an intent to aſſaſſinate him there; 
and Ankarſtrom walked about the ſtreets 
in expectation of ſeeing his Majeſty ; once 
he thought he ſaw the King in diſguiſe, but 

e was 


1 

was miſtaken. When the Diet was cloſed 
there, Ankarſtrom returned, and it was 

agreed between them, to execute their de- 

ſign a at Maſquerade, on the 2d of March, 

but they were again prevented, for want of 
=: 8 people. 

Lone gth of March, another Maſque- 
ade was intended, but by ſome means or 
other it was put off. 
| 7 Previous to the fatal evening of the 16th,” 
the Conſpirators met at Horn's country 


2 and the next evening 5 
cir trealonable deſires. 


5 *Enow 115 King killing — 60 give me 
grace, always to deteſt Ariſtocragie-faction, 
5 and to love my King, as well as my country. 


898 — 


3 * | And 


RO 


And not to be led away wich wie idle 


notions ſo much, tis not enow to give therm - 


ſelves up to theſe dangerous principles of 


of Liberty and Rights of Men, as they 
term it. But they authoriſe themſelves, 
and inxeſt theinſelyes with power, to take 


away tlie · rights and privileges, which be- 


longs to the Crown, and not even cohtented 


with that; the Sovereignty itſelf; ſnameon 
the degeneracy of the age. Thoſe culprits, 


in my opinion, that ſtrive to diffuſe ſuch 


general diſcontent and democracy, 'ought .- | 


to be exterminated from he fue of thee 
earth. that they. night not corrupt the 


riſing generation, with their pbiſenous "ans | 


tection of Levelling and King- killing «for 
in the end it leads to nothingelſe.) think 
the broils of France are ſufficient OO 


any reaſonable hiking n 2 5 
8 hs 
8 Happy 


. 
- 
. 
. 
" 

= 

_— 7 . 
- 2 wr — _ P * 


E 16 1 4 


Happy is your country Engle) fair 
. | 


A Good King, 
A happy Government, 
3 ree People 


| A proſperous Traffic. 

Here are treaſures | Here are the Rights 
of the People indeed !—which as free 
Men—you can enjoy : and not as the 
faves and fools of faction and prejudice, 
abuſe becauſe they have not the privilege 
af tyrants ; for in fact they are but petty 
tyrants themſelves, and therefore they 
never can agree as men of reaſon and 


temperance. 
But 


50 [ 17 2 J of 75 
But to return to Ankarſtrom and the 


ſubject of my Letter: 


We find that Ankarſtrom firſt ſuggeſted 
the aſſaſſination of the King, and the reaſon 
why he did ſo—was on account of ſome 
perſonal enmity he bore the King; — The 


firſt cauſe of which I haye not heardan 


account of yet, but as ſoon as I do, I 
will ſend them you. Ankarſtrom took * 
upon himſelf the office of chief aſſaſſin, 


after it was aſſigned by lot, to Horn; 


thus we ſee how many times, he and theß 
had lain wait for His Majeſty, while he 


was never thinking, he was ſo nigh his 


end. How ' ſoon was the head of his 


country, brought (by the hand of a pri- 
vate enemy) to the grave; and yet to the 


very laſt moment, maintained a fortitude, 
worthy of a manarch, he even appointed 
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n TNegency in his moſt painful moments, 
then gave himſelf up to luis fate with a res 
gration truly magnanimous, 
| : 4 a | x : 
He was born Januery 2:4tÞ, 1746, 
is mother's name was Lowfa UIcica, 
Siftzr to the King of Pruſſia; the died 

| ere July 1782. 2 5 


- 
* LY 


The education of his Swediſh Majeſty - 
WIZ under the direction of Coumt Teſſin, 
idm thre early part of it ; and his mother en- 
mel devoted her atrention to the cultiva- 
n of it. | 
His Majeſty was married in the year of 
2786, on the ath of November, to the 
Prices ld Sophia of Denmark; On the 
A zth of February, 1777, his Father died. 


Soon 


— 
U 
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Soon after his Acceſſion to the Throtz; 
His | Majeſty: wrote a declaration, that he 


would maintain their Doctrines and detendl 


their Rights; and that all thoſe who - 

_ cretly or openly ſhould ſeek to introduce 
again, an unlimited or abitrary authornys 
he would look upon them, as the declared 
enemies of his perſon and kingdom. "This 
declaration was concluded and ſolemratd 


with an oath,  ** So help me God,” and, 


| Ggned Guſtavus. At his firſt appearame 
in the Senate, he again renewed his u- 
miſes, of governing according to the laws 
of the country, In a word he 'mas 


eſteemed as the Father and Friend of is 


People. But to return to Ankarſtr 
who, wil the reſt was very ſoon are 


and taken, ard both he and Lilechern 


were very frank in their con'efion ; de 


latter ackno wledged, that he was to had 
the troops in calc vi a revolution. 


Counts: 
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Counts de Horn and Ribbing conſeiled 
the facts, without the leaſt capitulation z 
the Count de Ribbing: took a principal 
part in the late conſpiracy, as a motive of 
revenge, as well as political intereſt ; he 
by chancee fell in love with a beautiful 
young lady at a ball, given by the King, to 
whom he paid his addreſs to, but the King 
knowing the growing paſſion he conceived 
for her, and favoured the addreſſes and 
encouraged the attention of a rival, who 
- pretended as much love as the Count de 
Ribbing avowed, the ideas of her being 
* bappy with his reval, almoſt diſtracted the 
Count, and moſtly through perſonal, and 
partly through politcal motives, deter- 
mined him to facrafice the loſing of her, 
by a revenge upon him, who had been 
chiefly the author of his misfortune, re- 
folved him to take a part in the conſpiracy. 


Count 
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Count Pecklin, wid was arreſted on f 
ſuſpicion, ſtill declares his innocence, wha. 
will, it is ſaid, undergo ſome torture till he 
confeſſes ; hitherto he continues to aſſert 
his innocence, and will conſeſs nothing. 
On April the 17th, Ankarſtrom received i 
ſentence at this Court, which was, That 
he ſtood in the pillory two hours, on three 
ſucceſſive days, each he was ſeverely whipt 
with fix pair of rods, next that his head 
ſhould be ſevered from his body, with his 
right arm cut off, and his body to be im- 
paled, and an inſcription put on the pil- | 
lory as follows : * Jahan Jacob Ankar- 
' firom, who aſſ:ſſiated the: King.“ He en- 
dured his ſentence as became a man, and 
ſeemed entirely reſigned to his fate; grief 
and melancholy was depictured ſtrongly on 
his countenance, the offenſive noiſe and- 
behaviour 
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behaviour of the rablOgreatly affected him, 
He was penitent, and endured his exceſſive 
puniſhment in filence, while a tear ſtarted 
from his eye, when he beheld every one 
treat him with the moſt inſulting and out- 
rageous behaviour, while th cy ſeemed to 


rejoice at his misfortune. 


On che 27th of April, Ankarſtrom was 


conducted to the Scaffold, to take an ever- 


laſting farewell of the country, he had de- 
prived of its King, attended by a great con- 
courſe of people, where he was beheaded 
and impaled according the decree of his 
ſentence , during the time he ſtood there, 
he ſeemed very compoſed and thoroughly 
convinced of the juſtice of his death.— 
Thus died Ankarſtrom, a traitor to his 
King, a victim o faction, and a ſlave to 
Giloyaity and ambition. The Regicide 
ſays the word of God, as well as the laws 
of man, is not fitto live. 


I ſuppole 


E 
1 ſuppoſe the other noblemen, engaged 
in this horrid conſpiracy, will ſhortly take 


their trial; what their fate will be, is not 
yet decided. The Fiſcal of the Aulic 


Court, has requeſted, that fix other noble- 
men be judged, the names of theſe con- 
ſpirators are, Counts Horn, Ribbing, 
Lilicjhorn, Engeſttraem, Barons, Ehrenſ- 
watd, and Hartsmandrf. The priſoners 
are allowed twelve days to prepare to ap- 
pear before their judges. 


Tne conſternation in which the Jate 
affair has plunged this Court, is now 
ſomewhat preſided „a Regency is eſta- 
bliſhed (till ſuch time as the young King 
is of maturity) perfectly conſonant to his 


Royal Mother's Wiſhes, and I hope ſoon 
Sweden will be reſtored to its former 


cranquility. 
This 


Ons 
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+ his you may rely on as authentic, 
Which no account that has been hitherto 

rnaomiied"to your Coubtry, br whit 

has been partial and prejudiced, 
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With this 1 bene that à8 eFEry 
dndividualimay live happy under 4 good 


— 


eonſtitution, ſo every one may eaſily ren= 


der thenffelves unhappy by -2 diſcon. 
tented heart, an difaffection to the $00d 
policy of an able Gdyerament, under the 


Protection of its Royal Sovereign, ap- 
pointed to protectthem in thetime of need, 


If the communicationof theſtptotced: 
ngs haveafforded: you” any ſafsfdftibn, 

150 will no debt: bel A the 10 
Sweden has ſuſtained) and behold with 


| indignation, the böni Conf piracyagaiaſt 


fo/invaluable a Life. PIES s 


7 
J remain your's, 9: 
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